
	  

Writing - Summarise text 
 
Number of items: 
 
There will be 2-3 Summarise text items in your PTE test. This item is individually timed. You 
will have 10 minutes to answer each item of this type. 
 
Instructions: 
 
Read the passage below and summarise it using one sentence. Type your response in the 
box at the bottom of the screen. You have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your response will 
be judged on the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the key 
points in the passage. 
 
To score well you need to take care of:  
 
Content 
Form (should be one sentence, if less than 5 words or more than 75 words, no marks will be 
given) 
Grammar 
Vocabulary 
 
Scoring: 
 

Communicative skills Reading and writing 

Enabling skills and other traits scored Content: 
 
2 Provides a good summary of the text. All relevant 
aspects mentioned  
 
1 Provides a fair summary of the text but misses 
one or two aspects 
 
0 Omits or misrepresents the main aspects of the 
text 

	   Form: 
 
1 Is written in one, single, complete sentence 
 
0 Not written in one, single, complete sentence or 
contains fewer than 5 or more than 75 words. 
Summary is written in capital letters 



	  

	   Grammar: 
 
2 Has correct grammatical structure 
 
1 Contains grammatical errors but with no hindrance 
to communication 
 
0 Has defective grammatical structure which could 
hinder communication 

	   Vocabulary: 
 
2 Has appropriate choice of words 
 
1 Contains lexical errors but with no hindrance to 
communication  
 
0 Has defective word choice which could hinder 
communication 

 
 
 
Key points: 
 
Read the passage carefully. 
 
First read the passage quickly to get an overview. 
 
Then read the passage again. 
 
Focus on key words as that would tell you what you shall must include in your summarise. 
 
Write your summary based entirely on the passage. Do not write your own ideas. 
 
Use grammatical structures you are confident about. 
 
Read the summary after writing and make sure it conveys the same information as the 
passage. 
 
Check the length of the summary - should be just one sentence and have between 5 to 75 
words. 
 
Check the grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
	  


