
	  

Speaking - Reading aloud 
 
 
Number of items: 
 
There will be around 6-7 reading aloud items in your PTE test. The speaking section has 
one overall timer for the whole section. The amount of time you have to respond to each 
item will vary and the instructions will tell that, but usually it is 30 to 40 seconds. The text is 
up to 60 words. 
 
Instructions: 
 
Look at the text below. In 40 seconds, you must read this text aloud as naturally and clearly 
as possible. You have 40 seconds to read aloud. 
 
To score well you need to take care of:  
 
Content 
Oral fluency 
Pronunciation 
 
Skills tested: 
 
Speaking 
Speaking for a purpose (to repeat, to inform, to explain) 
Reading a text aloud 
Speaking at a natural rate 
Producing fluent speech 
Using correct intonation 
Using correct pronunciation 
Using correct stress 
Speaking under timed conditions 
 
Reading 
Identifying a writer’s purpose, style, tone, or attitude 
Understanding academic vocabulary 
Reading a text under timed conditions 
 
Scoring: 
 

Communicative skills Reading and speaking 

Enabling skills and other traits scored Content: 
Each replacement, omission or insertion of a word 
counts as one error 
 
Maximum score: depends on the length of the item 
prompt 



	  

Pronunciation: 
5 Native-like 
4 Advanced 
3 Good 
2 Intermediate 
1 Intrusive 
0 Non-English 

Oral fluency: 
5 Native-like 
4 Advanced 
3 Good 
2 Intermediate 
1 Limited 
0 Diffluent 

 
Key points: 
 
Read the text before the microphone opens. 
 
Focus on the content of the text. 
 
Briefly rehearse any unknown words. 
 
Speak when you hear the tone. 
 
Imagine that you are reading to an audience. 
 
Speak clearly and at a normal speed. 
 
Speak at a normal volume, not too softly. 
 
Use the punctuation, such as commas, semi-colons and periods, as a guide for pauses and 
sentence stress. 
 
Pay special attention to the content words – nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. These 
words carry the content or the main meaning in a sentence. These words are usually 
stressed. Functional (grammatical) words are not usually stressed. 
 
Make an attempt at unknown words. 
 
Do not go back to correct yourself or hesitate at any point. 
 
Give a single response demonstrating your best. 
 
Go on to the next item if you finish recording before the indicator reaches the end. 
 
Do not miss any word - say all words as best as you can. 
 
 



	  

Special preparation: 
 
Read the word list and make sure you understand all words. 
 
Listen to the audio pronunciation of these words. 
 
Speak each word many times till you get it as close as possible to the audio pronunciation. 
 
Listen to the audio of practice items and try to speak like that. 
 
Do this every day, the more you practice, the more you will become familiar with the words 
and better your speaking will be. 
 
 
 


