
	  

Speaking - Re-tell lecture 
Number of items: 
 
There will be around 3-4 re-tell lecture items in your PTE test. The speaking section has one 
overall timer for the whole section. The lectures run for approximately 60-90 seconds and 
your response should be about 40 seconds long. 
 
Instructions: 
 
You will hear a lecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10 seconds, please speak into the 
microphone and retell what you have just heard from the lecture in your own words. you will 
have 40 seconds to give your response. 
 
To score well you need to take care of:  
 
Content 
Oral fluency 
Pronunciation 
 
Scoring: 
 

Communicative skills Reading and speaking 

Enabling skills and other traits scored Content: 
 
5 Re-tells all points of the presentation and 
describes characters, aspects and actions, their 
relationships, the underlying development, 
implications and conclusions 
 
4 describes all key points of the presentation and 
their relations, referring to their implications and 
conclusions 
 
3 Deals with most points in the presentation and 
refers to their implications and conclusions 
 
2 Deals with only one key point and refers to an 
implication or conclusion. Shows basic 
understanding of several core elements of the 
presentation 
 
1 Describes some basic elements of the 
presentation but does not make clear their 
interrelations or implications 
 
0 Mentions some disjointed elements of the 
presentation 



	  

Pronunciation: 
5 Native-like 
4 Advanced 
3 Good 
2 Intermediate 
1 Intrusive 
0 Non-English 

Oral fluency: 
5 Native-like 
4 Advanced 
3 Good 
2 Intermediate 
1 Limited 
0 Difluent 

 
 
 
Key points: 
 
If the lecture contains an image, quickly see it first and guess what the lecture will be about. 
 
Focus on the content of the lecture. 
Take notes. Write down all key words. Draw lines and connections between key words if that 
helps you remember better. 
 
In the 10 seconds after the lecture review your notes and organise your thoughts. 
 
Start speaking immediately after the tone. 
 
Speak clearly and naturally. 
 
Cover all the points mentioned in the lecture, the characters, aspects and actions, their 
relationships, the underlying development, implications and conclusions. 
 
 
Special preparation: 
 
Beforehand prepare and memorise the standard ways in which you can start a lecture and 
then quickly apply one of the templates to your lecture.  
 
For example: Most lectures can start as  
 
“In this lecture the speaker talks about <MAIN THEME OF THE LECTURE>…”. 
<DESCRIBE POINT 1>. <DESCRIBE POINT 2>. Put any linking words such as - However, 
But, Though, Therefore…<FUTHER EXPLANATION OR CONCLUSION> 
 
Please refer to the Writing Essays Tips and Templates for a complete list of the linking 
words that you can use. 



	  

 
	  


