
	  

Speaking - Describe image 
 

Number of items: 
 
There will be around 6-7 describe image items in your PTE test. The speaking section has 
one overall timer for the whole section. You will have about 25 seconds to understand the 
image and 40 seconds to give your response. The image may be a graph, chart, table, etc. 
 
Instructions: 
 
Look at the graph/picture/image below. In 25 seconds, please speak into the microphone 
and describe in detail what the graph is showing. You will have 40 seconds to give you 
response. 
 
To score well you need to take care of:  
 
Content 
Oral fluency 
Pronunciation 
 
Scoring: 
 

Communicative skills Reading and speaking 

Enabling skills and other traits scored Content: 
 
5 Describes all elements of the image and their 
relationships, possible development and conclusion or 
implications 
 
4 Describes all the key elements of the image and their 
relations, referring to their implications or conclusions 
 
3 Deals with most key elements of the image and refers to 
their implications or conclusions 
 
2 deals with only one key element in the image and refers 
to an implication or conclusion. Shows basic 
understanding of several core elements of the image 
 
1 Describes some basic elements of the image, but does 
not make clear their interrelations or implications 
 
0 Mentions some disjointed elements of the presentation 
 



	  

Pronunciation: 
 
5 Native-like 
4 Advanced 
3 Good 
2 Intermediate 
1 Intrusive 
0 Non-English 

Oral fluency: 
 
5 Native-like 
4 Advanced 
3 Good 
2 Intermediate 
1 Limited 
0 Disfluent 

 
 
Key points: 
In the 25 seconds you have, study the image and make some notes. 
 
First, note what it is - graph, chart, table, etc. 
 
Then, note the general topic and theme of the image - What is it about? 
 
Check the title, the axes (it is a graph or chart), the units, the headings and sub-headings 
(for tables) and labels (for pictures and maps). 
 
Determine the significant information conveyed by the image. Based upon the type of image, 
try to use one of the template you have practiced with. 
 
Speak as soon as you hear the tone. 
 
Speak clearly and naturally. 
 
Speak at normal speed and volume. 
 
First describe the general content and then summarise any significant points. 
 
Touch all main points conveyed by the image - for example: if it is a pie chart, cover each 
pie. However, if there are a large number of lines/bars/pies then first focus on the 
biggest/highest and smallest/lowest. After that club the ones which are similar together. 
Don’t try to cover all otherwise you might run out of time. 
 
Draw any conclusions if possible. 
 
Do not go back to correct yourself or hesitate at any point. 
 



	  

Special preparation: 
Most of the images can be described using one of the standard templates describe below: 
 
Graph template: 
This graph shows <What is the information>. It compares <X> against <Y>. Describe each 
line or bar of the graph. Draw any conclusions possible. 
 
Chart template: 
This chart shows <What is the information>. Describe each part of the chart. Draw any 
conclusions possible. 
 
Table template: 
This table shows <What is the information>. Tell what the row is. Tell what the column is. 
Describe each row against column and draw any conclusions possible. 
 
General template: 
This picture shows <What is the information>. Then describe what you see in the picture – a 
process, a landscape, a photo or anything else. 
 
Don’t just read out what the title of the picture says. Use words such as – “It compares” or “It 
contrasts X with Y” or “It highlights X, Y and Z”. 
 
Begin main points with words such as – “It is interesting to note…”, “Clearly the 
biggest/highest….”, “Compared to that, the smallest/lowest...” 
 
When you need to club similar points say something like – “X, Y, Z, A, B, C all range 
between <min> and <max>”. 
 
When a line/curve in a graph continues at a similar value say something like – “The trend 
continues/continued for the next X (or the relevant unit)”. 
 
To show major changes use words like – “There was a sharp rise/fall”, “There was a sudden 
increase…”, “The X changed dramatically in (or after)…”. 
 


