
 
Listening - Summarize Spoken Text 

 
 
 
Number of items: 
 
There will be 2-3 summarize spoken text items in your PTE test. Each recording will run for 
approximately 60-90 seconds. This item is individually timed. You will have 10 minutes to answer 
each item. After 10 minutes the test will automatically move to the next item. 
 
Instructions: 
 
You will hear a short lecture. Write a summary for a fellow student who was not present at the 
lecture. You should write 50-70 words. 
 
You will have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your response will be judged on the quality of your 
writing and on how well your response presents the key points presented in the lecture. 
 
 
Scoring: 
 

Communicative skills Listening and writing 

Enabling skills and other traits scored Content: 
 
2 Provides a good summary and mentions all 
relevant aspects mentioned 
 
1 Provides a fair summary but 1 or 2 aspects are 
missing 
 
0 Omits or misrepresents the main aspects 
 

 Form: 
 
2 Contains 50-70 words 
 
1 Contains 40-49 words or 71-100 words 
 
0 Contains less than 40 words or more than 100 
words. Summary is written in capital letters, contains 
no punctuation or consists only of bullet points or 
very short sentences 

 Grammar: 
 
2 Correct grammatical structures 
 
1 Contains grammatical errors with no hindrance to 
communication 
 
0 Defective grammatical structures which could 
hinder communication 



 
 Vocabulary: 

 
2 Appropriate choice of words 
 
1 Some lexical errors but with no hindrance to 
communication 
 
0 Defective word choice which could hinder 
communication 

 Spelling: 
 
2 Correct spelling 
 
1 One spelling error 
 
0 More than one spelling error 

 
 
 
Key points: 
 
Pay attention to the content of the lecture. 
 
Take notes - write down key words, don’t try to write everything. 
 
Before writing the summary, read your notes and then start writing. 
 
Summarize the lecture in your own words. Don’t try to reproduce everything the speaker said. 
 
Begin your summary with an overview sentence. 
 
Remember this is different from the summary item in Writing part. You can write more than 1 
sentence here, but the total length of your answer should be within the given limit (50 to 70 words). 
 
Cover all main ideas. 
 
Read the summary, did you miss anything important? 
 
Check the word count and make sure you are within the limit. 
 
Check spellings, punctuation and grammar. 
 
 
 


